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The city’s war against cankerworms
hasn’t gone as well as hoped.

Pesticide spraying was done in the west
end and some portions of the east end but
was impacted by windy and wet weather.

Cankerworms strip city trees of leaves,
but they’ve now reached the end of their
feeding cycle and entered the pupa stage
in their development into moths, so
they’re no longer a factor.
» Brandon Sun

CANKERWORMS 
NOT DETERRED

IN OTHER NEWS

BY ALLISON DOWD

They moved their entire school community
across the city two-and-a-half months ago and
now students and staff of Green Acres School
are getting ready to do it all over again.

Staff and students at the K-6 school have
been sharing space in Riverview School since
the beginning of April, as a $1.3-million roof
replacement at their neighbourhood school left
them without a place of their own.

Though regular classes won’t begin in the
renovated Green Acres space until the fall, its
students will begin their summer vacation next
Friday — two days earlier than normal — so
staff can pack up everything they’ve been using
at Riverview and have it ready for the early
August move.

“The packing day will be at Riverview on
June 28 to get everything ready, boxed and in the
middle of the classroom to be taken back to
Green Acres when we’re allowed to go back
in,” principal Craig Manson says.

While there were certainly challenges
associated with having one school essentially
plunked down in the middle of another school,
Manson said it has been a positive shared
experience with Riverview.

“We didn’t know exactly what to expect
because we were coming into their so-called
territory, but they accepted us extremely well,”
Manson said. “Parent council, the staff, the
principal, the students ... they just took us in as
if we were orphans and made us feel very
welcome.”

It has certainly been crowded in their

makeshift school, Manson said, noting he shares
his “office” — a classroom with partitions —
with six other of the school’s specialized
departments. But for his staff, it has been a
valuable opportunity to “learn by osmosis.”

And Green Acres will get a chance to pay
that hospitality forward, as it will welcome 17
students of the soon-to-be-former Harrison
Middle School back into its fold this fall.
Harrison’s junior high students are being
repatriated back to either their former
elementary schools of Green Acres or George
Fitton when their school becomes an all-French
school in the fall.

The last official day of school for Green Acres
students at Riverview will be Friday, June 25.

But Green Acres students aren’t the only ones
getting extra summer holidays this year.

A number of other schools are letting out
next Friday in preparation for moves in their
respective school communities.

Students and staff of Harrison School will
pack up and vacate their building next week to
facilitate the creation of the all-French school
there in the fall. Because the vast majority of
those displaced Harrison students will be
repatriated to George Fitton school, George
Fitton students will also get out of classes early
to allow for the moving and shuffling necessary
to accommodate those new students.

Students at New Era are also starting their
summer break a few days early to allow for the
packing of all the materials that will accompany
many of the students and staff moving over to
the new French school at Harrison.
» adowd@brandonsun.com

Construction continues on the roof of Green Acres School on Wednesday. Students and staff have moved to Riverview School during the roof replacement. (Bruce Bumstead/Brandon Sun) 

Green Acres staff prepare to move back

A Brandon firefighter takes notes after a car ran into a home on the 500-block of 15th Street on Wednes-
day afternoon. (Colin Corneau/Brandon Sun) 

BY KIM LAWSON

Twenty-six days, four blown tires,
one blown knee and 2,400 km later,
four “pedallers for prostate” arrived
in Brandon late Tuesday.

Sam Wade, 21, Brian Tong, 20,
Tevis Bateman, 21, and Fred Tsai, 21,
have been cycling across Canada in
support of prostate cancer research.
The trip is in honour of Wade’s
grandfather, Malcolm, who was
diagnosed in 2008, but is on treatment
and in recovery.

“My grandfather was diagnosed
after he started having symptoms, so
creating awareness is just as important
as fundraising for us,” Wade said.
“Awareness leads to prevention so
that treatment doesn’t have to
happen.”

The four students have raised

$9,000 since they left Victoria, B.C.,
on May 22. They are hoping to raise
$25,000 before they arrive in St.
John’s, N.L., in August. Donations
will go to the Prostate Centre in
Victoria, a community-based prostate
health information centre.

While support and awareness of
prostate cancer is the goal, Wade says
the idea for the ride started as an
adventure for the four, who met in
high school and university.

And it has been an adventure.
They have encountered a lot of

rain, wind and traffic, particularly on
the steep, narrow paths through the
Rocky Mountains.

At one point, they weren’t sure they
would be able to make it to Alberta
after Wade injured his knee outside
of Keremeos, B.C.

“I was limping pretty badly, but

there was no hospital in Keremeos.
We went to a motel, and after a few
hours of sleep and keeping it elevated,
I was good to go,” Wade said.

More than anything, the men say
the trip has been a learning
experience.

“You just can’t plan for a bike trip
across Canada. We’ve ditched clothes
and containers to lighten our packs,
and we check the weather on the
iPhone often, but otherwise we just
take what comes and deal with it.”

After breakfast at Safeway and a
tire change at A&L Get Active on
Wednesday, the four headed to
Portage, where they spent the night
before going to Winnipeg.

Donations can be made at the
group’s website:pedalersforprostate.ca.

» klawson@brandonsun.com

Friends Fred Tasi, Tevis Bateman, Sam Wade and Brian Tong are mak-
ing their way across the country to help raise money for prostate can-
cer research, once they get a few repairs done at A&L Cycle on
Wednesday. (Bruce Bumstead/Brandon Sun) 

BY IAN HITCHEN

When Judith Macdonald heard a
loud bang while tending her garden
yesterday afternoon, she thought the
sound had come from the street  —
it turned out the source was a little
closer.

Peering around the side of her
home, she found a smoking car
wedged in her porch.

“I was in the back yard digging
and just heard this God Almighty
crash,” Macdonald said. “I went and
looked, and there was all this smoke
coming out of (the car) and I
basically panicked.”

Macdonald could see a man in the
vehicle, which was still running, and
ran inside to find her husband, Chris,
in a room on the opposite side from
the collision unharmed.

She then dialed 911 and the
seniors went to the aid of the man
still inside the car.

John Lindsay, who was walking
by at the time of the crash, also
arrived to help and had dialed 911
using his cellphone.

The driver’s side door wouldn’t
budge, but they managed to open the
front passenger door. The driver
appeared dazed. Chris switched off
the revving car and emergency

personnel arrived quickly.
Brandon Police Service Staff Sgt.

Rick Semler said the crash happened
around 3:50 p.m. The  investigation
continues, but drugs and alcohol
have been ruled out.

Any injuries suffered by the 26-
year-old driver of the 1989
Volkswagen Jetta appear to be minor.

Ben Lamb, 9, witnessed the crash
and said the car had slowly ridden
up onto the curb before accelerating
into the home.

Chris said he’s hoping insurance
will cover the cost of repairing the
hole left in his porch.
» ihitchen@brandonsun.com

Cyclists raising money to fight prostate cancer

BY IAN HITCHEN

While Winnipeg ponders whether to
warm up the fogging trucks to deal with
nuisance mosquitoes in that city, there is
currently no plan to do the same here.

Despite recent warm weather which may
boost the number of skeeters, the city’s
director of community services, Rick Bailey,
said the count hasn’t been high recently.

“To date, as of last week our counts are
very, very low in our community,” Bailey
said, adding recent cool weather likely
helped.

In Winnipeg, officials were expected to
announce a nuisance mosquito fogging plan
if trap counts remained high today.

That means Winnipeg fogging trucks
could soon be sent out to cope with a variety
of mosquitoes that are nuisances but
generally don’t transfer diseases to humans.

In Brandon, however, when it comes to
spraying, city officials wait for Manitoba
Health to declare that the level of Culex
tarsalis mosquitoes — the variety known to
carry the West Nile virus — has reached the
point where it increases the risk of infection
in humans.

No such orders have been issued.
The average Culex tarsalis trap count for

the Brandon RHA between May 30 and June
5 was zero. In the Assiniboine RHA, it was
less than one for that period.

Instead, the focus here is on larviciding,
which has been used to target standing water
across the city since May. That targets the
insects while they’re larvae, whereas fogging
is used to control adults.

Brandon workers also fog when necessary
in other Westman communities such as
Killarney, Deloraine and Virden. Again,
workers wait for a bulletin from Manitoba
Health before fogging.
» ihitchen@brandonsun.com

With 350 alumni attending
so far, Vincent Massey High
School is extending the
registration deadline for its
50th birthday bash one more
time.

The cutoff date for
registration was June 15, but
committee member David
Wilson says organizers won’t
turn anyone away until likely
late next week.

While some are travelling
from as far as Dubai and
Bangladesh, Wilson says he’s
still disappointed with the low
number of Brandonites
registered.

“The local people are still
the weak spot. The ones that
are coming a considerable
distance are hoping to see the
locals there,” Wilson said.

A few additions have been
made to the celebrations,
which take place July 1-3.

Comedian Jon Ljungberg,
co-host of Citytv’s “Breakfast
Television,” will appear at the
Sunday night Massey
Memories Banquet, while
Winnipeg’s The Biivver Band,
featuring Vincent Massey
alumnus Garth German, will
perform at the Friday Night
Mingler.

To register, contact Wilson
at 727-5682 or visit vm50.ca.

The Brandon RHA is
welcoming two new members
to its board of directors.

Anne Todd and Karen-
Doty Sweetnam have both
been appointed by the
province to sit on the board for
three-year terms.

Current members Charles
Cuerrier, Roland Vodon and
Rita Blaikie have all been
reappointed for three-year
terms.

Rounding out the 2010-11
Brandon RHA board of
directors are Dean Dietrich,
Alison McNeill-Hordern,
Barbara Anne Smith, Perry
Roque, Margaret MacDonald,
D.J. Scotty McIntosh, Jo-Anne
Douglas and Terry Parlow.

MacDonald will continue
to serve as chair, while
McNeill-Hordern has been
named vice-chair.
» Brandon Sun

BRANDON RHA BOARD
ADDS TWO MEMBERS

WINNIPEG — The Manitoba
Court of Appeal has saved the career
of a veteran Winnipeg lawyer who
had been disbarred for lying to a
federal department to get more
money for a client.

David Guttman learned this week
the original sanction — which would
have permanently prevented him
from practising law — has been
overturned and replaced with a one-
year suspension.

In a written decision, Justice
Martin Freedman said the Law
Society of Manitoba failed to explain
why they rejected key pieces of
evidence that painted a sympathetic

light on Guttman’s troubling actions.
They also cited fresh evidence that
included a psychiatric assessment
about Guttman’s state of mind at the
time, which concluded it definitely
impacted his judgment.

Guttman ran afoul of the
governing body while representing a
client in an unlawful dismissal case in
2007. After a settlement was reached
with the employer, the employment
insurance paid out had to be given
back, minus the lawyer’s bill for
services. But Guttman submitted a
bill more than $6,000 higher than it
actually was so he could give more
money to his client. He has since

paid the money back.
Guttman’s lawyer, Dave Hill,

argued he was facing “tremendous
stresses” when he ordered an
assistant to draw up the fake bill.

Guttman’s wife had been
diagnosed with terminal cancer, and
he was struggling in his attempt to
support her while being primary
caregiver for his teenage daughter
and his autistic son. Guttman was
also juggling a complex murder trial
with his other personal
responsibilities at the time of the
incident. His wife died in 2008.
» Winnipeg Free Press
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